LINDBERGH CONQUERS A NATION           293
asserts, actually loved a young and handsome Mr. Clairfort
to whom she handed all the presents she received from
"Washington as well as secret information concerning him.
"Warned by Clairfort, the English plotted to surprise
"Washington at the Connor home," wrote the historian, "but
Mary refused and "Washington had a lucky but narrow
escape."
De Germiny contended that "Washington's officers treated
Frenchmen badly "and tried to blame their failure on us."
He added: "Their jealousy went so far that once General
Sullivan forgot himself and dictated a daily order injurious
to us. Riots broke out in Boston between the inhabitants and
French sailors which cost the lives of some officers/'
The historian pursued his subject to say that "these in-
cidents caused even La Fayette's brother-in-law, Vicomte
de Noailles, to write to Admiral Destaing, Commander of the
French fleet in 1779, 'Why are the Americans so unworthy
of our alliance? We make great efforts in their behalf, but
we must always be careful not to shock them. "We must
tell them they know things of which they are ignorant, and
yield to them when we should lead them.' "
M. de Germiny found some explanation of affairs in the
theory advanced by the French minister, De Rayneval, that
the spirit of mercantile cupidity governs all the peoples of
the North, and would undoubtedly influence essentially the
future destinies of the American Republic. "And who will
deny," the historian inquired, "that Rayneval was a good
prophet?"
Paris and France finally gave up hope for the safety of
Nungesser and Coli. And with this conviction there was
even talk around Paris that somehow the Americans had
seen to it that the intrepid French fliers had failed. Some